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645 April 8, 1904 

PERU. 

Plague at San Pedro and Lima — Reported present at Callao. 

The following is received from Minister Dudley, at Lima, under date 
of February 24: 

Bubonic plague has reappeared at three points in Peru within a 
month or six weeks. It exists at San Pedro, a village near the port of 
Pacasmayo. The official report received from the medical officer who 
arrived there from Lima a few days ago, indicates, however, merely 
the presence of a few sporadic cases and the probable early disappear- 
ance of the disease. Quarantine, nevertheless, is being enforced at 
both Panama and Guayaquil against ships touching at Pacasmayo and 
at Guayaquil; indeed, against vessels from any Peruvian port. 

At Callao there are reported to be 4 cases, among them that of the 
daughter of the judge of first instance. 

I am authoritatively informed that from February 1 to 23 there have 
been 19 cases of plague at Lima, there being at the present writing 8 
cases. In the outbreak of the disease at Callao last May all cases were 
traceable to a common source. Therein the present outbreak at Lima 
differs, and considered in connection with the unhygienic condition of 
the city leads some to apprehend an epidemic. 

The plague situation at San Pedro — General conditions in Peru in 

regard to plague. 

Consul Gottschalk reports, February 26, as follows: 

The following telegrams have been received in the course of the 

week from our various consular agents on the northern coast relative 

to bubonic plague conditions there: 

No. 1. — From the agent at Piata: Perfect sanitary condition. Climate unfavorable 
bubonic. — Blacker. 

No. 2. — From the agent at Eten: At the present writing no case of bubonic plague 
has occurred within the district in my charge. — Stechmann. 

No. 3. — From the agent at Salaverry: There isno case of bubonic plague in Trujillo 
or Salaverry, nor in the valley of Chicama. We have been informed that there were 
cases in San Pedro, province of Pacasmayo, but that for seven days past no new cases 
have occurred. — Chase. 

The situation at San Pedro. — Unfortunately there is no longer a 
consular agent at Pacasmayo, the port of San Pedro. Mr. Stechmann, 
our agent at Eten, in a communication received here on the 20th 
instant, writes: 

About San Pedro I am sorry to say that I can not give you any information. The 
city being about 65 miles distant, very little is known here referring to the disease 
there. At the outbreak of the disease at Pacasmayo in August last all communica- 
tion with said port was closed and nobody was allowed to come overland or by sea 
from there; but at present no precautions whatever are taken to avoid the plague 
being carried across to this department (Lambayeque), travelers going and coming 
from San Pedro continuously. 

I am inclined to take not too literally the latter portion of Mr. 
Stechmann's letter. It is an established fact that there is never any 
continuous travel between San Pedro and Chiclayo. As is common 
enough in these countries, Mr. Stechmann, living across a mountain 
range and 65 miles away from the town in question, must perforce 
reflect the public opinion of the place he lives in rather than present a 
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series of valid facts. What he really means is, I think, simply that 
people in his neighborhood note the absence of the cordon sanitaire 
measure of 1903, mentioned in my former dispatch. 

That some such measure of segregation is not deemed necessary in 
the present instance, because the danger of diffusion of the disease has 
been minimized by other sanitary measures, is the purport of a state- 
ment made to me this week by Doctor Arce, Director de la Salubridad 
(Director of Public Hygiene) at Lima, under whose orders the expert, 
Doctor Tamayo, and his assistants, have been sent to San Pedro to 
combat the disease. 

Doctor Arce, when I visited him, said substantially this: 

San Pedro is a mere hamlet with a wide district of countryside surrounding it. 
The sporadic cases of bubonic disease of which we are speaking were among these 
people, and Doctor Tamayo and his assistants were sent there to reconcentrate the 
cases and prevent the diffusion of the disease. 

They have been absolutely successful in this, and have probably saved us from an 
epidemic. 

When the physicians arrived, there were found seven 'cases of bubonic disease, 
■one of which died. All seven, of course, had been promptly reconcentrated in a 
special lazaretto established at some distance from San Pedro. Later, in the country- 
side about the town, three more cases were found. These, too, were promptly quar- 
antined. I am daily in communication with Doctor Tamayo, and during the past 
"ten days no new cases have been discovered, notwithstanding a thorough search of 
all dwellings in the neighborhood. The infected dwellings have been burnt to the 
ground — an easy matter, since they were in all instances mere huts out in the country. 

I can assure you that there has not been a single case discovered in San Pedro 
itself, nor in Pacasmayo, the port some 10 miles away, nor is there any bubonic 
disease along the line of railroad connecting the two places. All the cases are quar- 
antined in the lazaretto, which is out in the country and apart from any communica- 
tion with the coast. 

In short, we have the disease absolutely in hand there. 

I am inclined to believe that Doctor Arce's statements are made in 

food faith and based upon an undisputed technical knowledge of the 
isease and of Peruvian conditions. And it seems from all present 
appearances that the San Pedro incident will have no further conse- 
quences. 

A rather startling possibility, however, presents itself after some 
study of conditions in Peru. It is this: 

Bubonic disease (I refrain from using the word plague, for I do not 
mean an epidemic, nor a disease necessarily accompanied by high mor- 
tality) may have remained present in Peru, although manifested only 
in sporadic cases, ever since the bubonic-plague scare, as it is known, 
of 1903 — if, indeed, the disease was unknown here prior to that date. 
Some of the good medical authorities of Lima and Callao, both native 
and foreign, appear to consider that the so-called epidemic of 1903 was 
merely a then existing high percentage of sporadic cases. 

Reports from Callao since the end of December last show 2 cases of 
"suspicious" illness, and 1 death marked "cause doubtful." Physi- 
cians here are generally of the opinion that these were bubonic cases; 
the first 2 discharged as cured, the second dead of the disease. They 
seem to consider, however, that all necessary sanitary precautions are 
being taken, and these physicians and the general public alike view the 
whole matter with perfect calmness and equanimity. 

The statement has been made several times this week, by persons 
competent to know, that at the lazaretto just outside of Lima there have 
been 19 suspicious cases since January 1, of which 8 are said to remain 
there to-day. It is absolutely impossible to ascertain how many of 
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the other 11 have died and how many have been discharged cured, 
and likewise absolutely impossible to get any physician to state -pro- 
fessionally that these were bubonic cases in fact. 

I have, in conclusion, to repeat what has already been said in my 
former dispatch, that although the situation here has not, to my mind, 
justified my cabling the presence of an epidemic, every preparation 
has been made both here and at the various consular agencies to notify 
you promptly should the need arise. 

Plague at Lima. 

The following is received from Minister Dudley, under date of 
March 30: 

[Telegram.] 

Lima suddenly threatened with epidemic plague. Twenty-three 
new cases past week. Four deaths yesterday. All other Peruvian 
points free. 

Exports from Cattao possibly plague infected. 

Callao, Peru, April®, 190^. 
Secretary of State, Washington: 
Bubonic Lima only; Callao exports possibly poisoned. 

Gottschalk. 

porto rico. 

Report from San Juan — Immigration. 
Acting Chief Quarantine Officer Clark reports, March 28, as follows: 
Report of alien passengers arriving at San Juan during the week ended March 26, 1904. 



Date of 
arrival. 


Vessel. 


Where from. 


Number 
of immi- 
grants. 






Habana, Nuevitas, Puerto Padre, 
Gibara, Baracao, Santiago de Cuba, 


19 












Santo Domingo City, San Pedro de 








Macaris, Dominican Republic. 




21 


Esk 


Castries, Fort de France, Roseau, 
Point-a-Pitre, Montserrat, St. John 
Antigua, St. Christopher, and St. 
Thomas. 


5 


22 




Habana, Limon, Colon, Barranquilla, 
Caracas, Puerto Cabello, La Guayra. 


9 


23 


Caracas 


Puerto Cabello, Curapao, La Guayra. 


3 



Epidemic of enteric fever at May agues. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Miranda, at Mayaguez, reports, through 
the chief quarantine officer for Porto Rico, March 24, as follows: 

Replying to your letter dated March 17, I have to state that the 
health office in Mayaguez reported to me March 23, the following: 

1. Number of cases of enteric fever now existing here, 43. 

2. Number of cases since the epidemic began, about 190. 



